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[OLBA SPONSOR] 
 
Snowbird Travel Insurance: how to find the right pr oduct  
 
Even though the exchange rate is not in our favour and the economy is shaky, Canadians will still 
flock to the south this winter to get away from the bitter cold and dark of winter.  
 
Any time you leave Canada, even for a few hours, you need travel insurance. Supplemental health 
insurance is absolutely necessary because your provincial\al health insurance plan does not cover 
you while you are out of the country in any significant way. If you have an emergency sickness or ac-
cident while you’re travelling, you could end up paying tens of thousands of dollars for your health 
care, and hospitals in the USA may not admit you without proof of insurance or a credit card.  
 
There are many different places to purchase your travel insurance: associations, automobile clubs, 
travel agents, insurance agents, banks and directly from an insurance company. Every year there are 
over 15 different major insurance companies who provide travel insurance and they all compete for 
your premium dollar. You do have choice, and remember that the product you bought last year may 
have changed insurance companies, price, benefits or exclusions this year, so shop around.  
 
Snowbird travel health insurance is designed for Canadians who are covered during their travels by a 
provincial government health insurance plan (GHIP). The private travel insurance will pay for all of 
the eligible medical costs outside Canada and get a small reimbursement from the government 
health plan. Your GHIP plan does not, on its own, provide you with adequate health care coverage 
outside the country. You can only be outside the country, depending on the province, between 183 to 
212 days before you will lose that GHIP coverage.   
 
If you do need emergency care while you are away, your insurance policy should provide you with 
Emergency Medical and Travel Assistance services. This should be a toll-free or call collect phone 
number where you can reach your insurance company any time of day. The insurance company can 
act as valuable resource in an emergency if you are unsure what to do and they can provide support 
as a strong health advocate in an emergency by overseeing your care and ensuring that you receive 
the best treatment.  
 
Travel insurance is not hard to understand but you do need the right information. Canadian insurance 
companies are heavily regulated and they must pay legitimate claims. Before you buy a policy, keep 
in mind the general tips and guidelines below: 
 
The importance of your application  
An insurance policy is a contract; be aware and take it seriously. The application for insurance in 
print, online through a web-site, and even the application process over the phone are all part of your 
insurance contract. If you answer incorrectly, your policy could be void and your claim may not be 
paid; consequently you will not have the assistance you need in a medical emergency. 
 
Make sure you are eligible  
Make sure you meet the eligibility requirements of the travel insurance plan. Your age, destination, 
availability of GHIP coverage, and your medical condition may stop you from getting coverage. 
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continued from Page Two 
 
Understand your coverage  
Major travel insurance products will have one to five million dollars in overall coverage limits, but look 
a little deeper. Will the plan cover you for all of your hospital bills, physician costs, medication, and an 
air evacuation if necessary? Does it have 24 hour, 7 day per week emergency medical and claims 
assistance? Is there additional coverage like trip interruption or baggage loss? 
 
Read the fine print  
If you have any special coverage requirements, this is where the plan will take away coverage.  If you 
are participating in activities or sports, taking medication or have a medical condition, make sure that 
your illness or specific needs are not excluded from coverage. What does the pre-existing medical 
condition exclusion clause or the stability clause state? Some policies have no coverage or limited 
coverage for heart, stroke, cancer or diabetes. They may indicate that you cannot have been treated, 
hospitalized or changed medication in type or dosage in the 90 days, 6 months or even 5 years be-
fore the start of the insurance policy. 
 
Make Sure to Look at the Definitions  
Each insurance policy has its own dictionary, and is included in the policy (usually at the back of the 
brochure). With travel insurance products, most insurers have their own definitions for common 
words. For example, stability can have a totally different meaning for each insurance company, and 
pre-existing condition can mean different things in different situations. Obtain a copy of the full policy 
wording and be sure to ask the licensed insurance agent providing the policy to provide further expla-
nation if needed. 
 
Take your time, read the fine print, and be logical. If it doesn’t make sense or if it’s hard to under-
stand, get clarification in writing.  
  
Insurance Policy Check list:  

·     Does the travel health insurance policy have a toll free or collect call, 24 hour, 7 day per week, Emer-
gency Medical and Travel Assistance phone number where you can find help when away from home? 

·      Are hospitals and medical costs paid directly or are you required to pay and seek reimbursement later?  

·      Does the insurance cover medical evacuation back to Canada along with a medical escort?  

·      Are pre-existing medical conditions covered? If the company states that they will cover your pre-
existing medical conditions, get it in writing. 

·      Does the company provide coverage in the area of the world where you will be travelling? 

·      Does the company provide coverage for the activities you may be involved in (biking, scuba diving, hik-
ing, mountaineering, hang gliding, para-sailing)? 

 
Primetime Insurance has partnered with Ingle International to provide you with the best travel insur-
ance options available. Robin Ingle is Chairman of Ingle International and Imagine Financial; he has 
35 years of experience providing travel insurance to Canadians.  
 
Make sure that you have the protection you need for any health emergency while travelling.  
For more information about travel insurance policies and coverage, please contact Primetime Insur-
ance at: 1-866-785-3170 or www.ingleinternational.com/primetime-olba 
Be sure to mention that you are a member of the OLBA! 
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MAYER, Earl - After a short illness at Norfolk General Hospital 
Wednesday, September 9, 2009, of Waterford at the age of 72. 
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