ONTARIO LAWN BOWLS ASSOCIATION

[image: image1.jpg]


CONDITIONS OF PLAY - 2011
CHAMPIONSHIP COMMITTEE

Karen Peart (Chair), Bob O'Neil, Elaine Houtby, Richard Peart, John Barker, Lenore Roach, Ryan Stadnyk, Peter Clarke, Charles Roach
COMPETITIONS:

1.
As provided in Article 4(c) of the by-laws of Ontario Lawn Bowls Association (O.L.B.A.), the annual Championships, including District Playdowns, will be organized by a Championship Committee that will enforce the policies and rules established by the O.L.B.A. Board of Directors to govern such championships. The Championship Committee will have jurisdiction over all matters that fall within the scope of the Emergency Committee, the Council of Appeal, and the Official Umpire who will enforce the laws of the game. The Championship Committee will delegate the management of the District Playdowns to the District Committee and/or the District Representative in accordance with Section 9 of these Rules.  Appendix A.4 of the 2011 World Bowls Laws of the Sport of Bowls (Restricting the Movement of Players During Play) will apply to all District/Provincial play. 
2.
These championship rules will apply to FOURS, PAIRS, SINGLES, JUNIORS, NOVICE TRIPLES (Novices), SENIORS TRIPLES (Seniors) and MIXED PAIRS.

3.
FOURS, PAIRS, SINGLES, NOVICE TRIPLES and SENIOR TRIPLES will be played by women and men in separate events on two successive levels: District Playdowns and Ontario Finals.

4.
MIXED PAIRS will be played on two successive levels: District Playdowns and Ontario Finals.  Each MIXED PAIRS team will always consist of a lady and a man; either may skip except in the case of substitution.

ELIGIBILITY:

5.
Eligibility to enter any of the Championship events is governed by the following conditions and shall be consistent across all Districts:


(a)
Each participant must be a Canadian citizen/landed immigrant.

Each participant must have their PRINCIPAL residence in the Province of Ontario on or before January 1st and live in Ontario for at least six (6) months of the 12 months immediately preceding May 15th of the current year.  A resident of a neighboring community may be eligible subject to Bowls Canada Boulingrin regulations.  Members who relocate temporarily for education or employment may compete if Ontario is their province of permanent residency (as defined by their tax returns or other supporting document) with the consent of OLBA.  
b)
In order to compete in District Playdowns in a particular District, a participant must be a paid-up member in   

good standing with a sticker from a club in that District. (The sticker should be affixed to participant’s OLBA membership card). 
c) A participant may only compete as a member from one (1) District in Fours, Pairs, Singles, Novice, Seniors

               
and Mixed Pairs.

d)
A participant may only advance to one Canadian Championship in Fours, Pairs or Singles in a given year.

e)
NOVICE TRIPLES competition is limited to those having not more than five (5) years of lawn bowling memberships ANYWHERE (including the current year) and of ANY TYPE (including crown green) and who previously have not won an Ontario Championship in Fours, Pairs, Singles, Novice, Seniors, Mixed Pairs or participated in a Canadian Championship event. The ‘Under 25’ is considered a ‘qualifier’ and not a Championship.  Novice experience will not commence until the year following one's thirteenth (13th) birthday.  Juniors do not count any years prior to and including the year of their 13th birthday.  Winners of the ‘18 and Under’ Provincial Singles are eligible for the Provincial Novice Playdowns, subject to Novice eligibility.  If a member of a novice team is found to be ineligible, the entire team may be subject to disqualification.
f)
SENIOR TRIPLES competition is limited to anyone who will be 60 years of age this year.  In other words, if you are 59 now, but will be 60 before December 31st, you are eligible to enter the Seniors Playdowns.  The Convenor of District Seniors Playdowns may check age of eligibility.

g)
Players entering a Championship event MUST be available to compete at all Ontario and Canadian 
playdowns scheduled in the current year for that event.  See rule 7(c) for possible penalty.

h)
Club secretaries, or other club officer, if requested, must be able to confirm the meeting of these eligibility 
requirements for those entering the Championships.
GENERAL RULES:
6.
All games will be played under the 2011 World Bowls Laws of the Sport of Bowls, including Conditions of Play as 
issued by O.L.B.A.





* Any team receiving a bye is allowed to practice on a rink identified by the Convenor as one on which they 

  are not scheduled to play that day.

(a) OFFICIALS:

In District Playdowns, accredited umpires and markers should be used whenever possible.  In Ontario Finals the umpires must be accredited and the markers, if not accredited, must be trained in their duties as outlined in the 2011 World Bowls Laws of the Sport of Bowls.

(b) PROPER DRESS:

For District and Provincial play, all members of a team must wear regulation footwear and attire. 
Men - slacks or shorts (when kneeling, shorts will not be more than 3” above the knee).  A team may include a combination of slacks and shorts. 

Women - dresses, skirts, culottes, slacks or shorts (when kneeling, shorts will not be more than 3” above the knee).  A team may include a combination of dresses/skirts/slacks/culottes/shorts.

Members of a team (women and men) must wear the same colour and identically patterned tops and the same colour and identically patterned bottoms. Shirts must have a collar and/or sleeves.  Socks are optional, but must be the same colour for all team members when worn.

FOOTWEAR – All players, umpires, and markers shall wear flat soled (heel-less) footwear when they play on the green or act as umpires or markers. Flat soled (heel-less) shoes with grooves not exceeding a maximum depth of 0.250" are acceptable.   Crocs, flip-flops (or similar type shoes) will not be permitted.
While sponsorship is encouraged, commercial advertising on clothing may be permitted - only with the 
prior approval of the Championship Committee.


(c) ABSENTEE PLAYERS:

It is the responsibility of each contestant/team to be aware of the “announced” start time for each game.  The umpire will score one shot against an absentee's team or absentee singles player for every ten minutes or fraction thereof, and it will be counted as an end played.  At the end of a thirty-minute period, the game will be forfeited to the opposing team or singles player.

(d) FORFEITED GAME:

An umpire, either upon request, or having noted specific infractions of the Laws of the Sport of Bowls or these Rules, will warn the offending player or players. If the umpire then considers that the infractions are both continuing and deliberate, the game will be forfeited to the opponents.

(e) FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE:

A Club or District may use its own funds to assist players at District and other playdowns. 


(f) COACHES/MANAGERS:

A certified bowls coach may accompany a team or individual at their own expense.  The coach must be at least a Certified Level 1 Bowls coach with a passport and current qualifications.  The designated coach/manager must report to the Convenor PRIOR to the commencement of any level of Provincial play.  Only one coach/manager will be allowed to give advice to their team at any one time.  The person giving the advice must do so from outside the boundaries of the green.  The coach/manager will not cause any contravention of the rules of the game and must not disrupt the flow of the game.


(g) SMOKING:

SMOKING IS NOT ALLOWED on the playing surfaces during the District or Provincial Playdowns.  Be 
considerate of Host Club smoking policies.

(h)  ILLEGAL BOWLS:



Bowls not allowed in District or Provincial Playdowns:

                             * disc bowls;

                             * altered bowls;
                             * unmatched bowls;


 * coaching bowls.
Any player found to be using unmatched bowls will be immediately disqualified from the event and will face possible future sanctions (which could include a lifetime ban on competing in District/Provincial Playdowns).
SUBSTITUTION:

7.
Substitution will NOT be permitted at a later level for any player who, on entering the first playdown level, is aware of 
being unable to play on all dates for that event.  The following additional conditions will also apply:

(a)
Substitution during any level, or between levels, will be permitted for illness, bona-fide emergency or unforeseen circumstances affecting a player.  A medical certificate may be required at player’s expense.  Emergency substitutions at the DISTRICT LEVEL must be a member of the same District, and approved by the District Emergency Committee.  In a Singles Event, any unfinished game will be forfeited and no substitution permitted.  If substitution is required AFTER THE DISTRICT PLAYDOWNS, AND BEFORE THE PROVINCIAL PLAYDOWNS, the member must be from the team’s district and approved by the Championship Committee.  AT THE PROVINCIAL LEVEL, it is the responsibility of each team to nominate a spare player at the time of registration, from the team’s District, should a substitution be required.  OTHERWISE a substitution FROM ANY DISTRICT will be made by the PLAYDOWN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE.


(b)
Should the affected player be the skip, the following will occur:-

* In FOURS - the third assumes the skip position and the substitute may play at lead, second or third.

                        
* In TRIPLES - the substitute may play either as lead or second.

                        
* In PAIRS or MIXED PAIRS - the substitute must lead.
(c)
If, on completion of any playdown level and for reasons other than those outlined in 7(a), a winning team or singles player is unable to compete in that event at the next level, then the winner will be replaced by the runner-up, or failing that, by the third place finisher.  A winning player that has been substituted for and subsequently found to be in contravention of these rules will jeopardize his/her team from continuing, will not be allowed to compete in any remaining Ontario Championship Events in that O.L.B.A. fiscal year, and may be suspended from entry into all Ontario Championship Events for up to twelve (12) complete months during the following O.L.B.A. fiscal year.

(d)
Upon the completion of a District Playdown in all events, a substitution of any nature must be reported (with the circumstances and reasons for the substitution) to the Championship Committee Chairperson.  The substitute will be allowed to enter the next playdown level – only after the approval of the Championship Committee.

(e)
When substitution is made in accordance with 7(a), the replaced player may be permitted to re-enter that event  (one time only).
(f)
Any substitute that plays a minimum of two consecutive games will be considered a permanent member of the team, in lieu of the replaced player.  Their position on the team shall be in accordance with 7 (b).


(g)
More than one substitution per team at any level will not be allowed.
DISPUTES AND APPEALS:

8.
(a)          At the District Playdown level, an Emergency Committee consisting of the Championship Committee  

                            Chairperson (or designate), the Chief Umpire for Ontario (or designate) and the current Vice-President of 
                            O.L.B.A. (or designate) will be available (by telephone) to deal with any immediate dispute that cannot be  

decided on by the District convenor/umpire.  This committee will receive any input regarding the dispute                                                                and come to a ruling within 48 hours of the initial dispute.

(b)
A player has the right to appeal any decision made by the Emergency Committee.    This must be done within one (1) week of the initial decision.  The written appeal (along with a deposit cheque in the amount of $100.) should be directed to the Championship Committee Chairperson.  A decision on the appeal will not be reached until the Championship Committee can arrange a committee meeting (this may not occur until after the season has been completed).  Once the Championship Committee has reached a decision on the appeal, the player will be notified.  

                (c)       During the Ontario Finals, an Emergency Committee composed of the Provincial Convenor (O.L.B.A. 
                           Director appointed to convene the event) or designate, the Official Umpire and the O.L.B.A. President (or 
                           designate) will deal with any disputes or interpretations.   Appeals following the decisions of the 

                           Emergency Committee must be addressed to the O.L.B.A. Secretary for review and action by the

                           O.L.B.A.'s Council of Appeal.   No challenges shall be initiated after the completion of a game.
(d)
Any variance to these rules due to extraordinary circumstances must be submitted in writing to the Championship Committee Chair.
DISTRICT PLAYDOWNS:

(Movement of players will be restricted in all events in accordance with Appendix A.4 of the 2011 World Bowls Laws of the Sport of Bowls).

9.             The District Representative (or designate), assisted by the District Committee will conduct the District Playdowns in each event and be responsible for;

(a)
Scheduling, by November 30th of the preceding year, suitable sites and dates for all district events, each of which is to be completed and winners declared by the dates set out by the O.L.B.A.  Sites may be altered in the event of unforeseen circumstances.


(b)
District Playdown Events: (SUGGESTED FORMAT)


Two entries: Play best two out of three games.

Three entries: Draw for bye; other two teams play in the first round. The winner of this game has a bye in the second round, while the other two teams play.  In the third round the winner of game one will play the bye team from round one.  If there is no clear winner after three rounds, tie-breakers (7 ends, 11 shots in Singles) will have to be played.


Four or Five entries: Play round robin format



Six or more entries: Play modified round robin format


(c)
The duration of each game will be as follows: Singles: 21 shots / Seniors: 14 ends / Fours, Pairs and Mixed     

                             Pairs / Novice: 15 ends.


(d)
Shoe and bowls inspection.


(e)
Appointing accredited umpires for each event.

(f)
Accepting entries, ensuring compliance with the eligibility clauses, collecting the entry fees for each event, making the draw, conducting the playdown and adhering to any plan of operation or guidelines issued by O.L.B.A.

(g)
For all round robins with a bye THE DISTRICT CHAIR will determine and announce the method used to allocate the bye.  The draw will be conducted following these guidelines:

[1] only one bye per round is allowed for each team until all competing teams have also had a bye in that round

[2]  the same teams will not play each other more than once in the first three rounds.



[3]  tiebreaker games will be 7 ends; Singles 11 points.

(h)
Informing the players, in advance of play, about the rules of play to be followed and how the winners are determined.

(i)
Sending a District report by telephone or e-mail IMMEDIATELY following the completion of each District Playdown event to the Provincial Convenor. The written report to arrive not later than 7 days before the Provincial event (name and address as stated on the form provided for that event).  The district report must contain the names of all players, as well as the name, address and telephone number of one member of each winning and runner-up team to be used as its “contact person”.  Accompanying each event’s District report will be a remittance for the entry fees collected for ALL teams in the district, which entered that championship event.  A District Winner’s Report should also be forwarded to the Championship Chairperson (either by telephone or email).
(j)
The District Chairperson (or designate) and the umpire will deal with any disputes or interpretations during the District Playdowns.  If a decision cannot be made, see paragraph 8 (a).

(k)
Any game may be conceded after ten (10) ends.  An obvious failure to attempt to be competitive, will be construed as unsportsmanlike conduct, and subject all players on the team or the singles player, to suspension from competing in District, Provincial or Canadian Championships for one calendar year from the date of the infraction.

(l)
At the discretion of the Convenor and the agreement of both skips, a game may not have to be played.

(m)
The decision to terminate a game due to excessive rain or other unforeseen circumstances will be made by the Emergency Committee.


(n)
Two trial ends will be allowed at the beginning of any game.  (Two bowls per person).

(o)
If desired, participants may practice prior to the start of the first game on each day of the competition. Practice must be in the opposite direction on the green to game play.   Practice must cease within five minutes of scheduled opening ceremonies.

(p)
No team or Singles player shall be required to play more than three (3) games in a single day, excluding byes and tiebreakers, unless mutually agreed to by all parties in advance of the competition.

(q)
Game start times:
The second game on both Day One and Day Two will start 25 minutes after the last two teams have finished play in the first game.  The third game on Day One and Day Two will start 15 minutes after the last two teams have finished play in game 2.
 ONTARIO FINALS:  (A modified double knockout will be played, with the exception of Novice - which will be a   
                                      a modified round robin on Day 1 and a single knockout on Day 2)                                             
10.       Additional rules for all events:

(a)
Winners of District Playdowns will play in Ontario Finals at locations and dates set by the O.L.B.A.

(b)
The Ontario Finals will be organized and conducted by the Provincial Convenor (or designate).  The official umpire will enforce these rules and the Laws of the Sport of Bowls.  The Provincial Convenor (or designate) will act as Drawmaster.


(c)
Each of the Ontario Finals will be a two-day event as detailed below.


(d)
Byes for any Provincial Championship will be filled if needed by:



*using the runner-up team from the District hosting the championship;

*using the runner-up team from the District with the highest number of entries in the District Playdowns for    that event.  (e.g.  If a men’s team was needed, the runner-up in the District with the highest number of entries in the men’s District Playdown would be invited to fill the bye.  If two Districts were even, then the District with the highest number of TOTAL entries for the event would send a team.  If two Districts were still tied in numbers, then the Convenor would pick the team closest, geographically, to the host venue);

*using the runner-up team from the District with the second highest number of entries in the District Playdowns for the event.  (e.g. If a ladies’ team was needed, the runner up in the District with the second highest number of entries in the ladies’ District Playdowns would be invited to fill the bye.  If two Districts were tied in numbers, then the team from the District with the highest number of TOTAL entries for the event would be invited.  If two districts were still even, then the Convenor would pick the team closest, geographically, to the host venue);

*If there is still a bye after using the three selections above, the convenor will fill any remaining open spots with teams from the host club’s zone.

(e)
For all Provincial Finals, the draw for opponents and rinks will take place on the evening before, as well as on the morning of the competition.
(f)
All players must report to the official umpire for bowl and shoe inspection at least 30 minutes prior to the opening ceremonies on the first day.   During the event, no other equipment can be substituted for without first obtaining the approval of the official umpire.

(g)
If games cannot be completed due to excessive rain or other unforeseen circumstances, they will be played on the following day at the same site or on a date and at a site to be decided by the Emergency Committee.

(h)
The 16 District representatives will play a modified double knockout tournament in Fours, Pairs, Singles, Seniors, and Mixed Pairs to decide the Ontario Champions.  All games will be: 21 shots in Singles, 14 ends in Seniors, and 15 ends in Fours, Pairs, and Mixed Pairs.


(i)
The winners of the Gold and Silver medals in Fours, Pairs, Singles, Seniors, and Mixed Pairs will advance to the Canadian Championships.

(j)
The 16 District representatives in the Novice Ontario Championships will play a form of modified round robin on Day One, and a form of modified knockout on Day Two.  All games will be 15 ends.


(k)
Two trial ends will be allowed at the beginning of each game.  (Two bowls per person).
(l)
If desired, participants may practice prior to the start of the first game on each day of the competition. Practice must be in the opposite direction on the green to game play.   Practice must cease within five minutes of scheduled opening ceremonies.

(m)
Game start times:
All games on both days of the Ontario Championships will start no later than 9:00 a.m.  The second game on both Day One and Day Two will start 25 minutes after the last two teams have finished play in the first game.  The third game on Day One and Day Two will start 15 minutes after the last two teams have finished play in game 2.

AWARDS:

11.
  (a)      Gold and Silver medallists at the Ontario Finals leading to a Canadian Championship Event in Fours, Pairs, 
                           Singles, Seniors, and Mixed Pairs will be presented with a Provincial Track Jacket.  Gold medal winners at  

                           the Ontario Novice finals will be presented with a Provincial Track Jacket.  An Ontario Champion who 
                           previously has won a Provincial Track Jacket may choose an alternative award as approved by the O.L.B.A.  

                           Board of Directors.

(b)
Other suitable awards, as approved by the Board of Directors, may be given to Champions and other competitors in the Ontario Finals.


(c)
Medals will be presented to the Gold, Silver and Bronze winners only.

d)
District winners will be presented with District Winners Pennant and Pins at the Provincial Championships during the opening ceremonies.
CANADIAN CHAMPIONSHIPS:

12.
(a)
Gold and Silver medallists at the Ontario Finals leading to a Canadian Championship Event in Fours, Pairs, 


Singles, Seniors and Mixed Pairs will represent the O.L.B.A. at the Canadian Championships held in 


the same year under the auspices of Bowls Canada Boulingrin, who will be collecting a $50. per person 


international hosting fee.  Gold and Silver medallists will be partially subsidized by the O.L.B.A.

(b)
Gold medallists at the Ontario Finals leading to a Canadian Championship Event in Junior Singles and ‘25 & Under’ Singles will represent the O.L.B.A. at the Canadian Championships held in the same year under the auspices of Bowls Canada Boulingrin.

(c)
Gold medallists at the ‘Junior 18 or Under’ Ontario Singles and ‘25 & Under’ Ontario Singles Qualifier will be partially subsidized by the O.L.B.A

(d)
Substitute Player/Team will receive team shirts only.

